Borderlands & Ethnic Studies

About BEST

Borderlands and Ethnic Studies (BEST) is an academic program that offers
a multidisciplinary graduate certificate that critically explores the ways
peoples and communities experience and navigate social constructs such as
race, gender, sexual orientation, and others.

These constructs permeate society and institutions, and shift over place and
time to reproduce existing power relations. The program outlines and
analyzes the history, cultural productions, and consequences of systemic
oppression from a diasporic and transnational-transborder approach that
remains rooted in a place-based, Borderlands imperative.

The BEST graduate certificate is available to current NMSU graduate
students (at both Masters and Doctoral levels) in any discipline, as well as
to those seeking only the certificate.

Coursework

The 15-credit graduate certificate addresses a growing need for knowledge
in the areas of cultural complexity, equity and inclusion, critical thinking
and problem solving, and effectively working within myriad settings and
within diverse communities This certificate serves a growing cadre of
critically and community-engaged professionals.

Courses (15 credits required)
« BEST 510: Foundations in Borderlands and Ethnic Studies (3 cr.)
e BEST 511: Methodologies in Borderlands and Ethnic Studies (3 cr.)
e BEST 512: Theories in Borderlands and Ethnic Studies (3 cr.)
e BEST 513: Capstone in Borderlands and Ethnic Studies (3 cr.)

Students are expected to start the program with BEST 510 and then must
successfully complete BEST 511, 512 (or their substitutes*) prior to enrolling
in BEST 513. An additional graduate level elective (3 cr.) is required.

*BEST 511 or GNDR 555: Feminist Research Methods or ANTH 541:
Indigenizing Methodologies

*BEST 512 or ANTH 543: Indigenous Ways of Knowing

Careers

There is growing interest across employment sectors in hiring professionals with
this type of critical, culturally-relevant, multidisciplinary educational training.

Among other fields, this graduate certificate is attractive in:

*  education e agriculture

*  government and public service *  social work

*  law enforcement *  communications

e  visual arts * law and policy

*  health *  public history

*  environmental justice *  social entrepreneurship

"Sanctioned Knowledge” by Haley Stewart

For more
information contact:

Dr. Dulcinea Lara, Director

dulcinea@nmsu.edu

BE BOLD. Shape the Future.
New Mexico State University

https://crimjust.nmsu.edu/borderlands-and-ethnic-studies-program/
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